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Cover/Signature Page - Abbreviated Template
Institution Submitting Request: Utah State University
Proposed Title: Dietetic Internship
Currently Approved Title: s/a
School or Division or Location: College of Agriculture
Department(s) or Area(s) Location: Nutrition Dietetics & Food Science, program location is Salt Lake City
Recommended Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) Code1 (for new programs): 00.0000
Current Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) Code (for existing programs): 51.3101
Proposed Beginning Date (for new programs): 06/01/2013
Institutional Board of Trustees’ Approval Date: 05/03/2013
Proposal Type (check all that apply):
R401-5
Items submitted will be reviewed by OCHE. If there are any issues, the
proposal will be returned for clarification/correction. If no issues, the proposal
will be returned with a note of approval and the request will be placed on the
General Consent Calendar of the next Regents’ agenda.
Section #
Item
4.1.5.2
Minor*
5.1.1.1
New Emphasis on an Existing Degree*
Certificate of Proficiency Not Eligible for Financial
5.1.2
Aid
5.1.3
Out-of-Service Area Delivery of Programs
5.1.4
Name Change of Existing Programs
Program Transfer
5.1.5
Program Restructure
Program Consolidation
Program Discontinuation
5.1.6
Program Suspension
Administrative Unit Creation
5.1.7
Administrative Unit Transfer
Administrative Unit Consolidation
New Center
5.1.8
New Institute
New Bureau
5.1.9
x x
Graduate Certificate

R401-6
Items submitted will be reviewed by OCHE. If there are any issues, the
proposal will be returned for clarification/correction. If no issues, the proposal
will be returned with a note of approval and the request will be placed on the
General Consent Calendar of the next Regents’ agenda.
Section #
Item
6.1.1
Reinstatement of Previously Suspended Program
6.1.5
Reinstatement of Previously Suspended Unit

*Requires “Section VI: Program Curriculum” of Abbreviated Template

Chief Academic Officer (or Designee) Signature:
I certify that all required institutional approvals have been obtained prior to submitting this request to the Office of the
Commissioner.
______________________________________
Signature

Date: 06/21/13

Printed Name: Dr. Laurens H. Smith, Jr.

1

CIP codes must be recommended by the submitting institution. For CIP code classifications, please see http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/Default.aspx?y=55.

Program Request - Abbreviated Template
Utah State University
Graduate Certificate Dietetic Internship
12/11/2012
Section I: Request
Currently students enrolled in the Utah State University Dietetic Internship (DI) are admitted to the
university as undeclared post-graduate endorsement students. After completing the two semesters DI
program interns receive a verification statement that allows them to take the registration examination for
dietitians but they do not receive a credential for this effort. Our request is to approve a Graduate Certificate
for completion of the existing USU graduate Dietetic Internship. This credential will be recognition for
completion of the graduate level curriculum comprising their internship.
Section II: Need
For 14 years the USU department of Nutrition Dietetics and Food Science (NDFS) has provided a postbaccalaureate supervised practice in dietetics referred to as the Dietetics Internship (DI). Brigham Young
University (BYU) has a dietetic internship, and the University of Utah has a Masters Coordinated Program
which has an internship built in. However, USU’s DI is the only distance dietetic internship in Utah and can
boast that it is the second largest dietetic internship program in the nation with an annual enrollment of 60
students. Other geographically close dietetics internships are in Colorado State University, University of
Nevada, and Arizona State University. The USU DI is unique in its curriculum emphasis (child nutrition
programs and school food service management) and is delivered in a distance format to allow students
from all over the country to participate. The distance format dietetic internship uses a combination of
curriculum delivery methods: in-person onsite preceptors (local dietitians who agree to train USU interns);
Canvas online coursework, exams and assignment submissions; live chat sessions; WebEx conference
calling with interns and preceptors. Students who are excellent candidates to enter the profession of
dietetics, but who cannot relocate to a traditional dietetic internship because of financial reasons or family
obligations, can complete the distance DI program thereby meeting the internship requirements that qualify
them to take the national examination for Registered Dietitians. A Graduate Certificate awarded to interns
would be recognition for completion of the graduate coursework accomplished as they complete the
internship program.
Section III: Institutional Impact
There will be no change to the NDFS department through approval of this graduate certificate. The USU
Dietetics Internship program has been offered for many years quite successfully with faculty, curriculum,
budgets and procedures in place already.
Section IV: Finances
There will be no known budgetary impacts as a result of approving a Graduate Certificate for the USU
Dietetic Internship.

Section V: Program Curriculum
***THIS SECTION OF THE ABBREVIATED TEMPLATE REQUIRED FOR EMPHASES AND MINORS
ONLY.***
All Program Courses
Course Prefix & Number

Required Courses

Elective Courses
Track/Options (if
applicable)

Title
NDFS 6350 Food Service
Management Internship
NDFS 6050 Community
Nutrition Internship
NDFS 6250 Clinical Nutrition
Internship
NDFS 6900 Orientation
Sub-Total
none
Sub-Total
n/a
Sub-Total
Total Number of Credits

Credit Hours
6350=6-11 variable
6050= 3-5 variable
6250=5-19 variable
6900 = 1

0
0
26

New Courses to Be Added in the Next Five Years
No new courses are planned to add in the next five years.
Semester 1
(List courses – use
one row per course)
Semester 2
(List courses – use
one row per course)
Continue with
Semesters for
Entire Program

Course
Prefix and
Number

Course Title

n/a

n/a

Program Schedule
Students enroll and complete the max credits for each course in the program (see table of all program
courses) for a total of 26 credits. The courses are variable credits because not all internships can be
completed in a single semester, and each semester students enroll in a course for the number of credits in
proportion to the amount of practice time/rotation weeks they will be completing during that semester. The
student interns arrange their internship schedule in coordination with their local preceptors and with the
approval of the USU DI Directors, and the students then register for courses based on their Master Rotation
Schedule. For example, very often NDFS 6050 is split on the intern’s schedule into 3 2-week segments
(they train at 3 facilities for a total of 6 weeks) or a 4-week segment and a two-week segment. The

segments may be in different semesters. NDFS 6250 Clinical Nutrition, likewise, is often split into
segments: 3 weeks of outpatient time, 2 weeks of long term care, 8 weeks of inpatient care, and those
segments may be at different facilities and scheduled during different semesters.

